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Methodology – America‘s Best Eye Doctors 2022
Summary
•

The America‘s Best Ophthalmologists and America‘s Best Optometrists 2022 ranking awards the leading 350 eye doctors in the US. The ranking
distinguishes ophthalmologists and optometrists in seperate lists to account for the substantial differences in services and treatments provided.

•

In total, 175 ophthalmologists and 175 optometrists were awarded.

•

Eye doctors from all US states were eligible for the ranking.

•

During the survey period from May to June 2022, over 10,000 medical experts (ophthalmologists, optometrists, clinic managers & health care
professionals) were invited to an online survey. In total, over 5,500 votes were collected and analyzed during the survey period.

•

A score was calculated for each eye doctor based on the number of recommendations, the quality score and – if available – their membership
status in the American Board of Ophthalmology and the American Board of Optometry respectively.

•

In-State recommendations were weighted higher than Out-of-State recommendations.

•

Recommendations within one doctor group were weighted higher than recommendations from the other specialty (ophthalmology for optometry
and vice versa).

•

In the ophthalmologist survey, participants were also able to specify a standout treatment (Cornea, Retina, Glaucoma) for the recommended
ophthalmologists (if applicable).

•

Most awarded eye doctors work primarily in an outpatient practice where patients can schedule direct appointments with the respective eye
doctor (as apposed to inpatient settings).
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Eye doctors from all US states were eligible for the ranking
Geographical distribution
•

Eye doctors from 20 states with the highest number
of inhabitants were included in the survey

•

All other states were divided into 4 regions:

o Northeast: CT, ME, NH, RI, VT
o Midwest: IA, KS, MN, NE, ND, SD
o West: AK, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WY
o South: AL, AR, DE, KY, LA, MS, OK, SC, WV
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Map Source: https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/maps-data/maps/reference/us_regdiv.pdf

A score was calculated for each eye doctor
Scoring model

National Online Survey

Recommendation Score

Weight

In-State
recommendations

Out-of-State
recommendations

Out-of-State
recommendations

35%

25%

20%

Quality Dimension

Accreditation

15%

5%

SCORE FOR EACH OPHTHALMOLOGIST/OPTOMETRIST
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The recommendation score was calculated based on
three components
In-State and Out-of-State recommendations

OT H E R R E CO M M E N DAT I O N S

I N - S TAT E R E CO M M E N DAT I O N S

•

•

Participants were asked to name the leading optometrists or

Out-of-State recommendations

ophthalmologists in their own state or in one of the 4 regions

•

(Northeast, Midwest, West and South)

their respective field in any of the other states or regions

The order in which recommendations were provided was

included in the survey

relevant to the ranking (#1 has the highest weight)

•
•

Participants were able to specify a standout treatment in the

•

Out-of-State recommendations constitute 25% of the overall
score

ophthalmologist survey (Cornea, Retina, Glaucoma)

Recommendations by other specialty

Self-recommendations were not allowed and lead to

• Optionally, ophthalmologists were able to recommend

disqualification from the survey
•

Participants were asked to recommend the leading doctors in

In-State recommendations constitute 35% of the overall score

optometrists and vice versa
• These recommendations constitute 20% of the overall score

T H E R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S C O R E C O N S T I T U T E S 8 0 % O F T H E O V E R A L L S C O R E
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A quality score was calculated for each In-State
recommendation
Three quality dimensions

C A LC U L AT I O N O F Q U A L I T Y S CO R E

WEIGHTS OF QUALITY DIMENSIONS

Quality Score
50%
30%
20%

•

For In-State recommendations participants were asked to rank
the doctors in three quality dimensions: Quality of care,
continuity of care and quality of technical equipment

Quality of care

•

For each recommended eye doctor, the participant rated the
three quality variables on a scale from 1 (“Poor”) to 100

Continuity of care

(“Excellent”)
•

Quality of technical
equipment

Based on these three dimensions, a quality score was assigned to
each eye doctor

THE QUALITY SCORE CONTRIBUTES 15% TOWARDS THE OVERALL SCORE
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As a result, the top 175 eye doctors with the highest score
in the two specialties were awarded
Final Eye Doctor Scores

Ophthalmology
Rank

Optometry

Ophthalmologist

Score

City

Rank

Optometrist

City

1

Eric D. Donnenfeld, MD

95.2

Fairfield, CT

1

Viola Kanevsky, OD

93.1

New York, NY

2

Uday Devgan, MD

88.8

Los Angeles, CA

2

Arthur B. Epstein, OD

90.7

Phoenix, AZ

3

David F. Chang, MD

86.8

Los Altos, CA

3

Alan Glazier, OD

84.8

Rockville, MD

4

Douglas D. Koch, MD

85.7

Houston, TX

4

Joseph W. Sowka, OD, FAAO, Diplomate

82.5

Englewood, FL

5

Nathan P. Hesemann, MD

78.5

Colombia, MO

5

Hardeep Kataria, OD, FAAO

79.3

Porter Ranch, CA

[…]

[…]
LEADING EYE DOCTORS WERE AWARDED
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Score

World‘s Best Hospitals partner network
Overview of involved parties

About Newsweek
Newsweek is a premier news magazine and
website that has been bringing high-quality
journalism to readers around the globe for
over 80 years.
Newsweek provides the latest news, in-depth
analysis and ideas about international issues,
technology, business, culture and politics. In
addition to its online and mobile presence,
Newsweek publishes weekly English print
editions in the United States, Europe/Middle
East/Africa and Asia as well as editions in
Japanese, Korean, Polish, Serbian and
Spanish.
newsweek.com
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About Statista
Statista publishes worldwide established
rankings and company listings with high
profile media partners.
This research and analysis service is based on
the success of statista.com. The leading data
and business intelligence portal provides
statistics, business relevant data, and various
market and consumer studies/surveys.
statista-research.com

Disclaimer
The rankings are comprised exclusively of eye doctors that are eligible regarding the scope described in this document. A mention in the ranking is a
positive recognition based on peer recommendations. The ranking is the result of an elaborate process which, due to the interval of data-collection
and analysis, is a reflection of the last 12 months only. Furthermore, any events following June 22, 2022, were not considered in the metrics. As such,
the results of this ranking should not be used as the sole source of information for future deliberations. The information provided in this ranking
should be considered in conjunction with other available information about eye doctors or, if possible, accompanied by a visit to the clinic. The quality
of eye doctors that are not included in the rankings is not disputed.
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